April 1, 2025 South Canoe PAC Meeting Minutes

Start 3:06pm
Attendees: Sandra, Shay, Sheena, Janelle, Melissa, Kendra, Clea (online)
March meeting minutes approved by Shay and Sheena.
Principal’s report
Enrollment update: 150 kids total (1 new). Kindergarten – 17 enrolled, more expected. 10 students on waitlist.
Elke Crosson will be teaching Liz’s class until the end of the year.
Jersey order has been finalized, finances are being sorted (anonymous donor)
Playground update: The quote for playground rubber around the slide is $14000. Other options discussed include crib steps. Sandra will call a landscape company for opinions, potentially someone in the school.
Treasurer’s report:
General Account: $5688.73                    Gaming Account: $7033.35
We have 15 vendors for the Spring Fling ($250) 
Teacher’s report:
Janelle expressed appreciation for the picnic tables, they’ve been well used, and appreciation for the Go Grant that has allowed a field trip to Allenbricks Nature Centre!
More outdoor learning with the nice weather was discussed. 
Teacher’s wish list was discussed. Sandra will send copy of it to PAC to support teacher’s with the funds we have. Working on narrowing down what is priority and most useful for all teachers/classes to benefit from. 
Discussion about the Kindergarten shelter. Janella brought up the idea of a horse shelter structure. Need approval. Clear understanding of what the criteria is would help as well as determining where it would go, the size, etc. Clea suggested a “Kekule”. 
Sandra asked if a lack of a Kindergarten shelter is our biggest barrier to more time outside, as classes are learning indoors when the weather is nice. Would like feedback from kids on this.
Discussion about what the criteria/guidelines are around Outdoor learning school, and that the topic would be on the staff’s agenda for Monday’s PD Day. Clea added that the Outdoor learning program is always evolving; that teachers are always evaluating use of the outdoors based on the needs of the class and weather conditions. Sandra agreed our school is responsive to the needs of the children, which vary at different ages and stages of development. The survey response will be useful. 
Clea asked the main purpose of the kindergarten shelter, Janelle explained it would be to do art, science, reading and some math outside. The purpose is to have a more comfortable place and shelter from wind and rain, so supplies don’t get wrecked, so they can do paper and pen work when it’s raining and still learn outdoors. She shared that they were outside regularly when they had the tent.
There was discussion of an agricultural structure and clarity was requested around the criteria for a shelter to be approved. Everyone agreed we will keep on it. 
PAC will go over the teacher’s wish list from January again before the next meeting.
New Business:
Discussion around updates and to-dos for the Spring Fling- Shay informed that as of now there is a smaller market this year, the vendors are aware and ok with it. There are three junior vendors signed up so far. PAC will send information for Sandra to send out for junior vendors including the fee of $5/hr and parents are to always be at tables. 
Sandra will announce open mic at morning circle to get it out sooner to people sooner this year. Clea will do a write-up and send to Sandra and PAC to put in the email this week. She will organize and set up equipment for open mic. 
Kid’s section- need to find out about face painting. There will be a parachute, potato sac race, potato on a spoon. Need to advertise 25 cents per participant. Everyone gets a treat for participating.  The plan is for it to run from 3:30-5:30. Volunteers are being organized.
Kendra will oversee set-up beginning at 1:00pm. Spring Fling volunteer meeting to be held soon. 
New PAC for next year will be voted in June this year. We will need a new President and Vice President.
Next meeting: May 5, 2025 @3pm. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:08pm

