	South Canoe Elementary 
Gradual Kindergarten Entry September 2026

In SD83, Kindergarten children gently ease into coming to school. This gradual entry process helps support a smooth and successful transition into their kindergarten year. Teachers will be introducing children to classroom routines and procedures, and helping the students adjust to the new social and emotional realities of school.  

Kindergarten school fees include all the necessary school supplies your child will need for the year.  A package of information will be sent home during the first week, outlining school fees and other important things.  Please send 2 changes of extra clothes (labelled in a Ziplock bag) with your child on Friday, September  11.  These clothes will stay at school in case of accidents or inclement weather.   Please also send a pair of inside shoes that will stay at school.   


	Monday: Sept 7
	Tuesday: Sept 8
	Wednesday: Sept 9
	Thursday: Sept 10
	Friday: Sept 11

	
Labour Day


	
Curriculum Development Day

Only teachers/staff  at school
	
No School for Kindergarteners

First Day 
for Students in 
Grades 1-8 only


           
	
1 hour
with parents

First Day of Kindergarten!
8:30 – 9:30

All K students attend with their parents
	             
              1 hour 
without parents

8:30 – 9:30
All Kindergarten students in class

Coffee will be available for Kindergarten Parents. 



	Monday: Sept 14
	Tuesday: Sept 15
	Wednesday: Sept 16
	Thursday: Sept 17
	Friday: Sept 18

	
1.5 Hours
Includes recess
(Please send snack 
and water bottle)

Group A:
8:30 – 10:00

Group B:
11:00 – 12:30

	
2 Hours
Includes recess
(Please send snack 
and water bottle)

Group A:
8:30 – 10:30

Group B:
11:00 – 1:00

	
3 Hours
Includes recess
(Please send 2 snacks and water bottle)

Group A & B:
8:30 – 11:30

	
4 Hours
Includes 2 recesses
(Please send snack, lunch, & water bottle)

Group A & B:
8:30– 12:30

	
5 Hours
Includes 2 recesses
(Please send snack, lunch, & water bottle)

Group A & B:
8:30 – 1:30




	Monday: Sept 21
	Tuesday: Sept 22
	Wednesday: Sept 23
	Thursday: Sept 24
	Friday: Sept 25

	
    Professional Development Day

No School for students
	
First Full Day
(Please send snack, lunch, & water bottle)

Group A/B:
8:30 – 2:33

Full Day Kindergarten from now on! 

Parent Meeting @ 2pm

	
	
	



Some Important Information About the Kindergarten Program:

• BACKPACK – Please choose a backpack that fits your child comfortably. It should be sturdy enough to hold a large library book and lunch kit, but not so large that it is difficult for your child to carry on walks or hikes. Please choose a backpack with a chest strap and an outside water bottle pocket. Zippered backpacks tend to work much better at school than cinch-top styles.

• LUNCH KIT – All students should bring a lunch kit and water bottle to school each day. Please make sure the lunch kit fits inside the backpack. Bento-style containers work very well. Over the summer, please help your child practice opening and closing their lunch kit and food containers independently. We follow a “pack it in – pack it out” policy, which means that used zip-lock bags and single-serving packaging will be sent home with students.

• INDOOR SHOES – Students spend a lot of time in their indoor shoes, so comfort and proper fit are very important. Kindergarten and Grade One students should wear velcro or slip-on shoes only. Please do not send tie-up shoes.

• CHANGE OF CLOTHES – Please send two complete changes of clothes to school with your child (shirt, pants, underwear, and socks). Please label all items and place them in a large zip-lock bag. These will stay in your child’s bin for emergencies.

• RAIN & SNOW GEAR – Summer is a great time to find quality outdoor gear at lower prices. Rain or snow gear should come to school daily, just in case it is needed. Please purchase separate rain pants and a rain jacket rather than a one-piece muddy buddy, as two-piece rain gear makes outdoor bathroom trips much easier. For winter wear, waterproof mittens are recommended, as they tend to keep children warmer than gloves.

• KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM – At South Canoe, we are excited to embrace Nature-Based Outdoor Learning throughout the year.  Students will likely spend larger chunks of time in the outdoors during the beautiful Fall and Spring months, when weather and conditions are most comfortable for Outdoor Learning. At the same time, there are still many important parts of the curriculum that may be better supported inside the classroom environment. Throughout the year, we will continue to monitor how students are adapting to and enjoying Outdoor Learning, while making sure they are comfortable, engaged, and ready for learning and play in the environment we choose. We will continue to support all students in meeting the Kindergarten curriculum expectations while encouraging curiosity, independence, and a connection with nature.


