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August 27, 2023

Dear South Canoe Families,

Welcome back to school! I am thrilled to be your new principal and I look forward to meeting and supporting each and every student and family as we begin the 2023/24 school year.  At this time, my heart goes out to all families impacted by recent wildfires.  In times like this, it is important we come together and support each other, and I know the caring community of South Canoe is doing just that.

As you likely know, South Canoe School is beginning its sixth year as our district’s Outdoor Learning Program.  With passionate educators, an involved parent community, and dedicated PAC, the school continues to grow.  After a much-deserved summer break, our staff is gearing up for another successful school year and I know they can’t wait to see their returning students and families, as well as meet those of you who are new to South Canoe. 

Below is some important information regarding the start of school. 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

The first day of school is Wednesday, September 6th and it is an early dismissal day.  We will start at 8:30am by gathering in the field.  Pickup will be at 11:26am.  Students will learn which class they are in on that first day.  

The kindergarten ‘gradual entry’ schedule is posted on the school website, please have a look there to see that specific schedule.  Kindergarten families will also receive an additional email about ‘gradual entry’ plans next week. 

PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF

Safety is a priority at South Canoe; please drive slowly and be mindful of students and crossing guards.  If you intend to drop off and turn around, please do not U-Turn in front of the school.  Klahani Park, just up the road, is the designated turn-around space.  

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

We will use our school’s website (www.sca.sd83.bc.ca) to publish up-to-date news items and information. New 2023/24 information is available there now for you to review (bell schedule, gear list, school supply and fees…etc).  At times we will also send short, topic-specific emails or electronic newsletters. If you have any questions, concerns or needs, please reach out to the school by phone or email.  All contact information is on the website and we are happy to help you.  

SEPTEMBER START UP PACKAGES

In the first week of school, your child(ren) will bring home a package of papers for you to read, sign, and return.  We will include a calendar for you to note Pro-D days, holidays and to help you plan accordingly.  Staying connected and informed helps your child(ren) to have success at school.

LEARNING UPDATES

Formal ‘reporting’ dates have been set by the district for this school year.  In addition to these updates, we encourage you to speak to your child’s teacher with any concerns about how they are engaging academically, socially, and if emotional challenges arise.   We will do our best to keep communication lines open and to work together to support your student’s success with a strong home-school relationship.  

October 26th – Student-Teacher-Family Conferences
December 13th – 1st Written Learning Update
March 6th – 2nd Written Learning Update
April 29th to May 10th – Informal Learning Update
June 27th – Written Summary of Learning

PAC

Our wonderful Parent Advisory Council meets monthly and provides tremendous support to our school through their efforts.  Each of you, as parents/guardians at South Canoe, is a member of our PAC.  I encourage you to participate and help out in whatever way you can this year.  

SOUTH CANOE’S WELCOME BACK BBQ

We look forward to gathering on Friday, September 22nd for our annual Welcome Back BBQ (5pm to 6:30pm). Please mark your calendars as this will be a great social event and an opportunity to get to know your school community a little better.  See you there! 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

While many factors can impact regular and punctual attendance at school, we know the importance of being present and developing routines and resiliency.  We want to work with you to overcome any attendance barriers, so please reach out if attendance challenges arise and we will help with finding solutions. If your child is absent from school for any reason, please phone the office to let us know.

Stay safe and enjoy the remaining days of summer. See you on Wednesday September 6th.

Sincerely,



Sandra Major
Principal – South Canoe School 
smajor@sd83.bc.ca
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